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The United States Dressage Federation, Inc. (USDF), a federation of over 125 independent organizations throughout the United States
with a membership in excess of 33,000 members, supports the concept of ethical treatment of animals.

Dressage is a classical method of training horses, based upon the horse’s natural responses, as carried out in a gradual, planned pro-
gram during which the horse’s athletic abilities are improved in a systematic manner. As a result, the horse becomes capable, comfort-
able, and responsive in partnership with the rider without the use of force. Dressage competition at various levels of achievement is the
ultimate test of the training program to determine whether the desired harmony between horse and rider has been achieved.

The rules pertaining to dressage competition prohibit the use of artificial appliances, training aids, and drugs, which would force the
horse to submit. Instead, the emphasis is upon training and a cooperative partnership with the rider. Major competitions are carefully
monitored to assure that there is no unnecessary force or harshness displayed.

Unlike other horse sports in which horses enter training at a relatively immature state, dressage training is usually not seriously begun
until the horse is three or four. The top levels of achievement require five or more years of progressive training and it is not unusual to
see horses in international competition in their late teens. This, in itself, places a premium on good care and soundness throughout the
horse’s life.

While supporting the concept of animal welfare in its broadest form, the United States Dressage Federation, Inc., also recognizes that
it is unrealistic to ascribe human emotions and responses to the horse which in its wild state is a creature of flight, living a hard and
precarious existence. Under domestication, the horse is assured of ample food, water, and shelter, as well as protection against infec-
tious diseases and damaging parasites, thus leading a longer and healthier life with a high rate of survival.

As an educational organization, USDF has numerous programs, which teach people how to pursue the accepted, humane training meth-
ods. A program of certifying instructors also emphasizes protecting the horse’s welfare in pursuit of dressage training.

USDF Statement on Animal Welfare

United StatesDressage Federation

4051 Iron Works Parkway, Lexington, KY 40511

Phone: 859/971-2277, Fax: 859/971-7722, Email: usdressage@usdf.org, Website: www.usdf.org
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The Great American Insurance Group/USDF 
Breeders’ Championship Series (USDFBC) 
is a program designed to promote breeders 
and showcase quality sport horses. Each 
series will consist of at least three qualifying 
events in designated geographical areas of 
the United States, which will lead to a final 
event in each series. Exhibitors compete 
at qualifying events for the champion and 
reserve champion current year foal, filly, 
colt/gelding, mare and stallion. These horses 

are then invited to compete in each of their respective classes, in the 
final event of that series, which is where the Great American Insur-
ance Group/USDF Breeders’ Championship Series Grand Cham-
pion and Reserve Grand Champion current year foal, filly, colt/
gelding, mare, and stallion will be determined. 

For a list of events participating in the Great American Insurance 
Group/USDF Breeders’ Championship Series or the complete rules 
and guidelines, contact USDF at (859) 971-2277 or www.usdf.org. 
A list of upcoming events is also included in the USDF Connection. 

Qualifying System 
The USDFBC Series is scheduled on a calendar year basis (January 
1-December 31).
 
A series must have a minimum of three qualifying events in order 
to hold a series final. All shows in the series, including qualifier 
classes held in conjunction with the final of the series, are qualify-
ing events.

The final event of each series is normally the last USEF-licensed/
USDF-recognized dressage competition holding DSHB classes 
scheduled in a particular geographical area of the United States as 
of July 1 of the year prior to the series final year. However, a series 
final may also be held at either a separate dressage or DSHB show 
which does not offer other DSHB classes, and is not a USDFBC 
qualifying event. Host sites of series finals will be designated on or 
about July 1 of the year prior to the series final.

If a USDFBC Series does not have at least three qualifying events 
registered with USDF by June 1 of the series final year, the final 
will not be held for that series. 

Horses may compete in qualifying events in any series, but they 
may participate in only one final class.  Horses must qualify in the 
series in which they enter the final. Exception: Horses that have 
qualified for a series final which is either not scheduled or is can-
celled may participate in the final of any other USDFBC series in 
the same calendar year, without having to re-qualify for that series.  
Owners of horses that have qualified for a final which is not held, 
may enter another series final, but must indicate which series they 
qualified at on their entry form. 

Series final events must allow late entries in the series final classes 
for horses that qualified for the series final event after the official 
closing date for the final event.

If there is a change of ownership of the horse, the new owner(s) 
may choose to participate in the series final where they reside, 
regardless of where they qualified,  provided that the new owner 
contacts the USDF office and initiates the change at least 30 days 
prior to the new Series Final date.(BOG 12/08)  

Each qualifying event must offer a current year foal class, a filly 
championship class, a colt/gelding championship class, a mare 
championship class and a stallion championship class. These 
classes are USDFBC qualifying classes. The champion and reserve 
champion in each of these classes, from each series qualifying 
event, are eligible to compete in their respective USDFBC series 
final class.  A third place horse in each series qualifying champion-
ship class must be named as well.  If the champion, reserve or both 
have already qualified for the series final class, the third place horse 
will also be invited to compete in the series final class. In addition, 
any other horse receiving a 77% or better in its age/sex class will 
be eligible to compete in the final class. A list of qualified horses is 
maintained by series on the USDF Web site. 

Current Year Foal Championship
The current year foal championship class at qualifying events must 
be open to first and second place winners of Sport Horse Prospect 
In Hand classes for all horses of current calendar year, as listed 
below. First and second place (and third if desired) fillies and colts/
geldings of current year will compete against each other in the same 
class. (Organizers have the option of including third placed winners 
in championship classes.)
     

 Fillies of current calendar year
      Colts/Geldings of current calendar year

Filly and Colt/Gelding Championship
The Filly and Colt/Gelding Championship classes at qualifying 
events must be open to first and second place winners of Sport 
Horse Prospect In Hand classes for all horses as listed below.  
(Organizers have the option of including third placed winners in 
championship classes.) 

Filly Championship:               Colt/Gelding Championship:
Yearling fillies   Yearling colts/geldings
Two-year-old fillies  Two-year-old colts/geldings
Three-year-old fillies  Three-year-old colts/geldings

Mare and Stallion Championship
The Mare and Stallion Championship classes at qualifying events 
must be open to first and second place winners of Breeding Stock In 
Hand classes for horses age four years old and over, as listed below.  
(Organizers have the option of including third placed winners in 
championship classes.) 

Mare Championship: 
Mare classes may be divided by age, competition and/or breeding 
status, as in the following example: 
 Four-year old and older maiden mares – never bred
 Four-year old and older yeld mares-never bred or not 
     currently bred or nursing  
 Four-year old and older broodmares – In foal or currently
     nursing (mare only to be judged).

2010 Great American Insurance Group/USDF Breeders’ Championship Series
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