
DERBYSHIRE FARMS DRESSAGE CLASSIC 
                      Qualifying Event for the Great American Insurance Group/USDF Breeders 

Championship East Central Series 
USDF/USEF/MDC, INC. (4) SANCTIONED 

Show Dates: May 16 and 17, 2009 
Entries Open: April 1, 2009    Entries Close: May 4, 2009 
Location: Derbyshire Farms, 6868 Washington Ave.  Stevensville, Michigan 49127 
Show Manager/Secretary: L ucinda Henderson         Phone: 269-429-7259   Fax: 269-201-2458 
Email: henderson@qtm.net    Web Page: www.derbyshirefarms.com 
Judges: Arlene Rigdon, KS (S)  & DSHB (R)/ TBA     
Technical Delegate: Rosemary Herman; Metamora, MI (R)      USEF/USDF No.: 314197  
Veterinarian (on call): Loren Brandt, DVM,  269-684-4269 
Farrier (on call): Mark Simon 269-944-1876     Photographer: TBA 

** FULL UNABRIDGED PRIZE LIST ON   www.derbyshirefarms.com  
ALL USEF AND USDF RULES AND FEES APPLY -  

SATURDAY- BREEDING DIVISION  & YOUNG  HORSE/SPORT H ORSE CLASSES                          
                           In Hand/Breed Classes $30.   Championship Classes - no fee. 

In-Hand Division 
101 F       Yearling Fillies 
101C        Yearling Colts 
102 F        2 year Old Fillies 
102 C        2 year Old Colts and Geldings 
103F         3 year Old Fillies 
103C         3 year Old Colts and Geldings 
100F         Fillies of Current Year (with or without Dam) Foal only to be judged. 
100C          Colts/geldings of Current Year (w/wo Dam) Foal only to be judged. 
CF  USDFBC Qualifying Filly championship (first 2 places from Filly Division) 
CC USDFBC Qualifying Colt/Geld Champ. (first 2 place from Colt/Geld  Div.)   
YHC          $100 YOUNG HORSE CHAMPION    (Champion & Reserve from CF and CC) 

MATURE HORSE/BREEDING CLASSES        
104MF        4 year old and older Maiden and Yeld (not in foal/nursing) Mares 

 104BM        4 year old and older broodmares (with or without foals) 
  MC     Great American/USDFBC Qualifying Mare Championship 
                   104 S           4 year old and older Stallions 
  SC        Great American/USDFBC Qualifying Stallion Championship 

 MHC           $100 Mature Horse Champion *  (Champion & Reserve from MC and SC) 
 GCO           GRAND CHAMPION OVERALL (Champion & Reserve from YHC and MHC) 

GROUP BREEDING CLASSES 
105F           Broodmare & Foal - Enter under dam’s name.  Judged 50% mare/50% foal.              
106F           Produce of Dam - (Dam not judged) Two or three offspring, enter under dam’s name, multiple 

ownership permitted.  
107C           Get of Sire (without sire) - Two or three of his get, enter under sire’s name, multiple ownership 

permitted. 
108BG    Breeder’s Group - Group of no more than 3 horses owned by one farm, enter under  the farm’s 

name.  
Handler Class 

 500 HC    Amateur/Jr. YG Handler (Score 70% on presentation of horse, handlers 
                  technique and general impression.  30% on conformation and gaits)      

 An amateur must have USEF amateur certification. 
Materiale Classes 

 300 F       3 year old Fillies 
 400 F       4 and 5 year old Mares 
 300 C       3 year old Colts/Geldings 
 400 C       4 and 5 Year Old Colts/Gelding          *Prize money will be paid day of competition by check.                                            

Performance Classes 
 Saturday No.    Sunday No.      Class        Division 
 …….40…………..140……….USDF Intro A     JR-Yg/AA/Open  $25 
 …….41…………..141……….USDF Intro B    JR-Yg/AA/Open  $25 

…….42…………..142……….Training Level Maiden  Horse TOC  JR-Yg/AA/Open  $30 
 …….43…………..143……….Training Test 1    JR-Yg/AA/Open  $30 
 …….44…………..144……….Training Test 2    JR-Yg/AA/Open  $30 
 …….45…………..145……….Training Test 3    JR-Yg/AA/Open  $30 
 …….46…………..146……….Training Test 4    JR-Yg/AA/Open  $30 



                   …….46.1………...146.1……..GAIG/USDF Training Qualifier             $10  
 …….47…………..147………..First Level Maiden  Horse TOC  JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
 …….48…………..148………  First Level Test 1   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 

…….49…………..149………..First Level Test 2   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….50…………..150………..First Level Test 3   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….51…………..151………..First Level Test 4   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….51.1………...151.1……...GAIG/USDF First Level Qualifier             $10 
…….52…………..152……. . ..Second Level Maiden Horse TOC  JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….53…………..153………..Second Level Test 1   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….54…………..154………..Second Level Test 2   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….55…………..155………..Second Level Test 3   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35  
…….56…………..156………..Second Level Test 4   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….56.1………...156.1……...GAIG/USDF Second Level Qualifier                                                  $10 
…….57…………...157………..Third Level Maiden Horse TOC  JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….58…………...158……......Third Level Test 1   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….59…………...159………..Third Level Test 2   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….60…………...160………..Third Level Test 3   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….60.1…………160.1……...GAIG/USDF Third Level Qualifier                                              $10 
…….61…………...161……......Fourth Level Maiden  HorseTOC  JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….62…………...162………..Fourth Level Test 1   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….63…………...163………..Fourth Level Test 2   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….64…………...164………..Fourth Level Test 3   JR-Yg/AA/Open  $35 
…….64.1…………164.1……...GAIG/USDF Fourth Level Qualifier                                                    $10 
…….65…………...165……..…Musical Freestyle – State Level  JR-Yg/AA/Open  $40 
…….65.1…………165.1...……GAIG/USDF Freestyle Qualifier  - State Level                                    $10 
…….66…………...166…….....Dressage Seat Equitation  Juniors may not ride stallions                      $25 
…….67…………...167…….....Intro Dressage Equitation - Juniors may not ride stallions                    $25 
                                  Open to riders on horses shown in class 40 41,140 or 141. 
…….68…………...168………..Para-Equistrian Test of Choice                                                             $35 
…….69…………...169………..Para-Equistrian Musical Freestyle   Test of Choice                             $35                 
…….70……………170………..Intermediaire I   Open         $35 
……70.1…………..170.11…… GAIG/USDF Intermediaire I Qualifier           $10 
……71…………….171……….Intermediaire II   Open         $35 
……71.1…………..171.1……..GAIG/USDF Intermediaire II Qualifier                             $10 
……72…………….172……….Prix St. George   Open         $35 
……72.1…………..172.1……..GAIG/USDF Prix St. George Qualifier           $10 
……73…………….173………..Grand Prix    Open         $35 
……73.1………….173.1………GAIG/USDF Grand Prix Qualifier          $10       
Awards: Riders must compete in a minimum of 2 classes per level/division to qualify for Champion and 
Reserve Champion awards which will be awarded for the   highest percentage.  Dover Amateur Medal 
Class - #156 Second Level Test 4 for Sunday.  Must receive a score of 58% or higher.  Winner of the 
USDF/Dover AA Medal must be a USDF Member and a USEF AA at the time of the ride. 
Times: Unofficial times will be posted on the Derbyshire Farm web site: www.derbyshirefarms.     
 Fees: Make checks payable in U.S. Funds drawn on U.S. banks to Lucinda Henderson.    
      Mail entries to Manager/Secretary at 6868 Washington Ave., Stevensville, MI  49127. 
$20 Office fee per horse/rider combination - non-refundable 
$15 Late Entry fee for entries postmarked and received after the closing date./ $10 Incomplete Entry Fee 
$10 Post entry fee + class fee (Post entries will be taken as scheduling permits) 
$10 Haul-In Fee per horse per day (for non-stabled horses) 
$30 Non-Compete (for horses not entered in any classes - entry with Coggins must be completed) 
$30  Temporary Stall per day - non-refundable after closing date (Bedding not included) 
$45 Stallion and Permanent Stalls per day- Limited - non-refundable after closing date  (Bedding not 
included)  $8 Shavings per bale $10 Camping per night (no hook-ups)/$30 Returned check fee 
Refunds:  All Fees minus office fee will be refunded if cancellation notice is received by the show 
secretary prior to or on the closing date.  After closing date, only USEF fees will be refunded.  However, 
no refunds for competition cancelled due to hazardous weather, emergencies, or acts of God. 

             Stabling: 46 temporary stalls 8' x 10' heavy wood with doors.  Limited 10' x 10' permanent and stallion 
stalls with doors.  Food: Concession on grounds: D.O.G.S.  Kitchen - serving breakfast and lunch. 

                  Footing: 1 sand competition arena 20m x 60m, 1 sand competition arena 20m x 40 m, large warm-up areas 
on grass and sand.  Accommodations: Park Inn 269-429-3218; Baymont Inn 269-428-9111; Hampton Inn 
269-429-2700; Holiday Express 269-982-0004; Ramada Inn 269-927-1172; Days Inn 269-925-7021.  More 
hotels - contact Secretary for more info. or check web site.   Camping on grounds is limited and no hook-
ups.   Directions: Located SW corner of Michigan.  See web site www.derbyshirefarms.com for directions. 

 



General regulations, policies and entry speci! cations 

EVERY CLASS OFFERED HEREIN WHICH IS COVERED BY THE RULES AND 
SPECIFICATIONS OF THE CURRENT FEDERATION RULE BOOK WILL BE CONDUCTED 
AND JUDGED IN ACCORDANCE THEREWITH.”

US EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION rules are in force from the moment show management allows access to 
the showgrounds. This includes conduct, correct saddlery and equipment, and attire.

Liability – Horses by their inherent nature present a risk.  This show, the management, the USEF Liscensee, and 
the facility will not be responsible for any loss or damage or injury to horses exhibited, or for any article of any 
kind or nature that may be lost or destroyed, or in any way injured.  Each exhibitor will be responsible for any 
injury that may be occasioned to any person, whomsoever, by any horse owned or exhibited by said exhibitor and 
shall indemnify the Association, or any member thereof, against all claims and demands, of any nature or kind, that 
may grow out of any injury occasioned by any horses owned or exhibited by them, or arise from the negligence 
of the person in charge of any such horse.  All horses exhibited in this show participate entirely at the owner’s 
risk. Neither the Organizing Committee, show volunteers and staff, the facility or its owners, any host 
GMO, USEF or USDF or their members will be responsible for any damage, injury, or loss to persons, 
horses, or property of exhibitors or spectators. All owners and competitors are personally responsible 
for damages to third parties caused by themselves, their employees, their agents or their horses. They 
are therefore strongly advised to take out third-party insurance providing full coverage for participation 
in equestrian events at home and abroad, and to keep the policy up to date.

Life, senior active and junior active members shall be eligible to participate in 
all classes at Regular Competitions, Eventing Competitions at the Preliminary 
Level or above and Combined Driving Competitions at the Advanced Level, 
Dressage, Reining and Vaulting Competitions and Endurance Rides. A 
nonmember may participate as a handler, rider, driver, owner, lessee, agent, 
coach or trainer at Regular Competitions, Eventing Competitions, Dressage 
Competitions, Reining Competitions and Combined Driving Competitions upon 
payment of a $30 nonmember registration fee. Participants in the following 
classes are exempted from the Requirements of this rule: 1) leadline; 2) 
exhibitions; 3) games and races; 4) classes for 4-H members; 5) walk trot and 
academy classes (academy classes are classes limited to horses used regularly in 
a lesson program); 6) USDF introductory level tests, pas de deux and quadrille 
classes; 7) NRHA Endorsed Reining  Competitions. 8) Opportunity classes, 9) 
citizens of other nations who have proof, in English, of current membership 
in good standing of their own National Federation, 10) USEA beginner novice 
division; and 11) assistant handlers in Dressage Sport Horse Breeding classes. 
EC 7/21/08 Effective 12/1/08
        
Exhibitors should exercise extreme caution before medicating their horses and should be aware of the US 
EQUESTRIAN FEDERATION rules governing drugs and medications. Any questions about the use of 
certain medications and regarding Rule IV should be directed to the USEF drugs and medication program, 
3780 Ridge Mill Drive, Hilliard, Ohio  43026-9231 – Phone: (800) 633-2472

A trainer is de! ned as any adult who has responsibility for the horse on the competition grounds and must 
sign the entry form. See GR 146.

Hazardous Weather/Accident/Acts of God, and Emergency Policy: Management reserves the right 
to cancel any classes due to hazardous weather, Acts of God, accident, or emergency. Every effort will 
be made to reschedule with priority given to any Championship or qualifying classes being offered. No 
refunds for cancellations due to hazardous weather, Acts of God, accidents, or emergencies. Please see 
speci! c shows if there are any additional conditions to this policy.

Food and concessions will be available on the show grounds during normal show hours.

Continued next page
 



Warning: Under the Equine Activity Liability Act, each participant who participates in an equine 
activity expressly assumes the risks of engaging in and legal responsibility for injury, loss, or damage 
to person or property resulting from the risk of equine activities. Please be aware of the laws speci! c 
to the show location.         

Show Management reserves the right to vary or add of! cials and refuse any entry for a cause; to 
disqualify any exhibitor and/or his or her horse for cause; to cause an exhibitor to forfeit his or her 
ribbons and winnings for cause; to return any entry and/or stall fee before or during the show for 
cause; all without being liable for damage or compensation. Show management reserves  the right to 
make any changes deemed necessary for the safe and ef! cient conduct of this competition.

Important notice to all affected parties:      
Third parties may come upon the property or enter the facilities where any herein described or listed event 
will occur; provided, that this is a license to enter the premises, for the purpose of observing or participat-
ing in the event, but not otherwise, and such license to any individual is subject to revocation by the owner, 
lessee or organizer, and entry for any purpose other than granted herein, shall be deemed criminal trespass 
and subject to appropriate legal proceedings.       
         
Attention Competitors: Each competitor is responsible for supplying the show management with the 
correct and required association numbers of USDF and/or USEF  for the horse, owner, rider, coaches, and 
trainer, before the day(s) of the competition.The scores of competitors who fail to supply correct numbers 
may not count towards national awards. The proof of these numbers must be in the form of either their 
actual membership/registration cards or a facsimile of them. Members that are unable to produce the 
memberships cards/registrations or a facsimile will be asked to sign an af! davit and pay an af! davit fee. All 
entries are taken on a ! rst come, ! rst served basis. Some shows return late arriving entries after the show 
is ! lled, and some shows place entries on a wait list on a as-received basis. Please check each show for any 
additional policies. Send in the entries as soon as possible to assure entry to the show. Only one horse-
rider combination per entry form per show.

 
Minors who do not have a valid driver’s license which allows them to operate a motorized vehicle in the 
state in which they reside will not be permitted to operate a motorized vehicle of any kind including, but 
not limited to, golf carts, motorcycles, scooters, or farm utility vehicles on the competition grounds of 
recognized competitions. Minors who have a valid temporary license may operate the above described 
motorized vehicles as long as they are accompanied by an adult with a valid driver’s license. Violations of 
this rule will be cause for sanctions against the parent(s), guardian(s) and/or trainer(s) who are responsible 
for the child committing the offense. Penalties may include exclusion of the child, parent(s), guardian(s), 
and/or trainer(s) from the competition grounds for the remainder of the competition and charges being ! led 
against any of the above individuals in accordance with Rule 6. Wheelchairs and other mobility assistance 
devices for individuals with disabilities are exempt from this rule.
     
Non-U.S. Citizens (as de! ned by GR1401.9) and Foreign Competitors (as de! ned by GR807.4) must 
provide proof, in English, of current membership in good standing in their respective National Federation, 
or hold current membership in good standing with the USEF.     
  

USEF and USDF Fees for all shows
USDF Af! davit  $5.00 
USDF Horse ID  $20.00
USDF Non Member   $20.00 
USEF Non Member   $30.00
USEF Fee:   $15.00 (D & M $7.00, USEF $8.00) per USEF Horse
USEF Fee:   $23.00 ( D & M $15.00, USEF $8.00) per CDI Horse

Freestyle Entry: In order to enter a freestyle class at any level, a horse/rider combination must have 
received a minimum score of 60% in the highest test of the declared freestyle level or any test of a higher 
level at a USEF Recognized Competition. A photocopy of the test verifying eligibility must be submitted 
with the entry for a freestyle class. Does not apply to competitors in NAYRC quali! ers.

Other:  All dogs must be leashed and attached to a person or immovable object. 

Continued next page



No exhibitor may withdraw horses from a lisensed show after it has commenced, or remove them from the 
show grounds without permission of the show secretary. (GR 1305)

Classes may not necessarily be run in the order listed in the prize lists.

Show Schedule and Ride Time Con" icts: It is the responsibility of the rider to inform the management of 
any time con" icts as soon as possible after receiving the schedule. 

Health Papers: Riders should be aware that Interstate Health Papers are required to be in your vehicle when 
attending shows not within their home state. Some states also require health papers when transporting between 
facilities within the same state. Please contact your state veterinarian of! ce for further information.

No Shows: All “No Shows” that have not contacted the show of! ce will be considered a scratch for the rest 
of the show and time slots may be ! lled. Exhibitors enter with this understanding and agreement. 

Arena Sizes: Standard arena is 20m x 60m. Small arens is 20m x 40 m.

The 2009 USDF/Dover Saddlery Adult Amateur Medal Program

The USDF/Dover Saddlery Adult Amateur Medal Program is designed speci! cally to recognize and en-
courage adult amateurs riding at Second Level.

Awards

1. Dover Medal Class Winner

The eligible rider with the highest score of 58% or better in the designated Second Level Test Three Class 
or applicable test of choice USDF/Dover Adult Medal class at a participating competition will receive a 
handcrafted USDF/Dover pewter medal and neck ribbon. Note: new for the 2008 USDF competition year 
the rider must ride Second Level Test Three. Winners will receive a $20 Dover Saddlery Gift Certi! cate for 
each of the ! rst three USDF/Dover Adult Medals they win during the 2008 competition season.

2. The USDF/Dover National Merit Award

A USDF/Dover National Merit Award will be awarded to riders winning three USDF/Dover Medals in the 
same competition year.

3. Year End Awards

The USDF/Dover Medal National Champion and Reserve Champion are determined by the average of the 
top three winning ride scores during the competition year. The Champion receives a $1000 Dover Saddlery 
gift certi! cate and a Jaguar dressage saddle. The Reserve Champion receives a $500 Dover Saddlery gift 
certi! cate and a Jaguar dressage bridle.

Rider Eligibility

To be eligible, a rider must meet the following criteria:

1. Rider must be a current USDF group, participating, or intercollegiate/interscholastic member at the time 
of the competition.

2. Rider must ride Second Level Test Three.

3. Rider must be an adult amateur in accordance with Article GR808 of the USEF rules and be registered 
with USEF as an adult amateur as of the competition date. 

Additional Information - For additional information and an updated list of competitions offering the USDF/
Dover Adult Amateur Medal program please visit www.usdf.org/Programs/DoverAdultAmateurMedal.asp.



Up to 23% discount
on select agricultural, lawn 
& garden and construction 
equipment.

30% to 60% o!
already heavily
discounted prices.

$1 Million
in personal excess liability insurance for
horse-related accidents that cause riding
injury or property damage to third parties.

Up to 30% o! air, car, hotels
and up to 60% o! vacations and cruises.
www.equinetraveladvantages.com

"e O#cial Internet Catalog of USEF.
Members receive an exclusive 5% discount
o! full retail price on all products available
through the FarmVet.com website.
(not applicable for sale items)

Up to 40% discount
on paint and supplies.
Preferred Customer Account 9078-1700-1

Up to 15% discount
on daily rates.
Mention USEF/Hertz discount 
CDP' 15757

Up to 25% discount
on product pricing.
Mention USEF Code EPEF

55% average discount
on products.
Retail Connect Card
8888-0001-0324-8579-08

Up to 15% discount
at Comfort, Quality, Clarion, Sleep Inn,
Rodeway Inn and Econo Lodge.
Mention USEF Code 00207740

Up to 30% o! 
NEXT DAY and 2ND DAY shipping and 
up to 5% o! GROUND shipping services.

When you join USEF, 
you'll reap the rewards 
all year long with 
MemberPerksFree 
Enrollment Program.

Valuable Coverage
USEF Competing Equestrians get peace of mind with a free 
extensive group insurance policy. "e policy includes $1 million 
personal excess liability coverage. And, there is no deductible for 
this coverage.

"at*s just one of the many perks in the MemberPerks program 
o!ering you substantial cost savings on a variety of products and 
services from a wide range of companies. 

In the last three years, USEF Members saved $4 million
in products and services.

Become Part of the ClubEquestrian.com 
Community 
A place built for equestrians by equestrians, this new website covers 
`all things equestrian* and features all breeds and disciplines. Go 
online and complete your pro+le page at ClubEquestrian.com.

Horse of the Year Program
As a USEF Competing Equestrian, you are eligible to compete in 
the Farnam /Platform!  USEF Horse of the Year awards program
which honors the horses that accumulate the highest number of 
points within the competition year.

USEF Equestrians Enjoy a Variety of
Benefits Outside the Show Ring

USEF Competition Name:__________________________________USEF#___________________
Competition Division(s) and Rating(s):_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Val
USEF C

Bec
Com

!e USEF MemberPerks program is one of many
bene"ts of becoming a USEF Competing Equestrian today#

Join online and learn more about MemberPerks at www.usef.org.

*Discount partners within the MemberPerks Program are subject to change.
Updated 10.08

Derbyshire Dressage Classic 314197
N in Dressage
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2009 Great American Insurance Group/
USDF Regional Dressage Championships

In 2009, a single Regional Dressage Championship program 
organized by the United States Dressage Federation (USDF), 
licensed by the United States Equestrian Federation, Inc. 
(USEF), will be held in each of the nine USDF regions. In ad-
dition, Alaska and Hawaii may each hold state championships 

if an of®cial request from a GMO is received by April 1 of the prior year. 

The 2009 Regional Championship Program Rules can be found on the USDF 
Web site at: http://www.usdf.org/Programs/RegionalChampionships/index.asp.
Please refer to the 2009 USDF Directory for the comprehensive list of rules and 
requirements for this program. 

Membership/Registration Requirements for Qualifying & Championships:

Rider:
- Must be a USDF Participating* Member at the time qualifying scores are
  earned and at the time of the championships. 
- Must be a USEF member (Junior Active, Senior Active, or Life) at the time the
  qualifying scores are earned and at the time of the championships. 

Horse:
- Must be USDF Lifetime Registered at the time qualifying scores are earned
  and at the time of the championships. Horse registration must be in the name(s)
  of the current owner(s) or lessee(s) of record. If a current lease recording is on 
  ®le with USDF, the lessee is recognized as ªownerº for all USDF membership
  requirements. 
- Must be USEF (Annual or Lifetime) recorded at the time qualifying scores are
  earned and at the time of the championships. Horse recording must be in the
  name(s) of the current owner(s) or lessee(s) of record. 
- Horse does not have to be breed registered. 

Owner:
- Must be a USDF member (Participating or Business) at the time the qualifying
  scores are earned and at the time of the championships. 
- Must be a USEF member (Junior Active, Senior Active, or Life) at the time
  qualifying scores are earned and at the time of the championships. 

*Participating Members are USDF members who join USDF directly



2009 Minimum Qualifying Scores

One set of nationally-standardized qualifying scores has been established for all 
USEF/USDF Regional Championships, for levels through Grand Prix, in three 
divisions: Open, Adult Amateur, and Junior/Young Rider. FEI Junior Rider and 
FEI Young Rider classes have only one respective division. Freestyles have only 
Open divisions. The minimum percentages are as follows: 

Open AA Jr/YR

Training Level (Test 4)   68% 63% 63%
First Level (Test 4)   66% 62% 62%
Second Level (Test 4)   64% 61% 61%
Third Level (Test 3)   62% 60% 60%
Fourth Level (Test 3)   62% 60% 60%
FEI Junior Rider (Team Test) -- -- 60%
FEI Young Rider (Team Test)  -- -- 60%
Prix St. Georges    60% 60% 60%
Intermediate I    60% 60% 60%
Intermediate II    60% 60% 60%
Grand Prix    60% 60% 60%

Freestyle
First Level    65% -- --
Second Level    65% -- --
Third Level    65% -- --
Fourth Level    63% -- --
Intermediate I    63% -- --
Grand Prix    63% -- --

The United States Dressage Federation, Inc. (USDF), a federation of over 125 independent organizations throughout the United States
with a membership in excess of 33,000 members, supports the concept of ethical treatment of animals.

Dressage is a classical method of training horses, based upon the horse’s natural responses, as carried out in a gradual, planned pro-
gram during which the horse’s athletic abilities are improved in a systematic manner. As a result, the horse becomes capable, comfort-
able, and responsive in partnership with the rider without the use of force. Dressage competition at various levels of achievement is the
ultimate test of the training program to determine whether the desired harmony between horse and rider has been achieved.

The rules pertaining to dressage competition prohibit the use of artificial appliances, training aids, and drugs, which would force the
horse to submit. Instead, the emphasis is upon training and a cooperative partnership with the rider. Major competitions are carefully
monitored to assure that there is no unnecessary force or harshness displayed.

Unlike other horse sports in which horses enter training at a relatively immature state, dressage training is usually not seriously begun
until the horse is three or four. The top levels of achievement require five or more years of progressive training and it is not unusual to
see horses in international competition in their late teens. This, in itself, places a premium on good care and soundness throughout the
horse’s life.

While supporting the concept of animal welfare in its broadest form, the United States Dressage Federation, Inc., also recognizes that
it is unrealistic to ascribe human emotions and responses to the horse which in its wild state is a creature of flight, living a hard and
precarious existence. Under domestication, the horse is assured of ample food, water, and shelter, as well as protection against infec-
tious diseases and damaging parasites, thus leading a longer and healthier life with a high rate of survival.

As an educational organization, USDF has numerous programs, which teach people how to pursue the accepted, humane training meth-
ods. A program of certifying instructors also emphasizes protecting the horse’s welfare in pursuit of dressage training.

USDF Statement on Animal Welfare

United StatesD ressageFederation
4051 Iron Works Parkway, Lexington, KY 40511

Phone: 859/971-2277, Fax: 859/971-7722, Email: usdressage@usdf.org, Website: www.usdf.org
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